
 

RUSTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES: of the Committee Meeting held on 8 February 2010 
 
PRESENT: Councillors A Akbar (In the Chair), T Field, Mrs F Harrison, M Jones, Mrs S Lines 
 and P Warren 
  

P Ayling (Rustington Horticultural Association) 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
01/10 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs Broomfield (Holiday) and Warren (Personal 
Commitment).  These apologies were accepted by the Committee. 
 
An apology was also received from F Spanton (Rustington Horticultural Association) (Holiday). 
 
02/10 CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING 
 
In the absence of Councillor Mrs Broomfield, Chairman of the Committee, Councillor Akbar was elected as 
Chairman of the Meeting. 
 
03/10 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest recorded by Members. 
 
04/10 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 December 2009 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record, and 
included the following amendment:- 
 
 Minute 36/09   -  Fifth Line    -  Delete: £4.75  Insert: £5.00 
 
05/10  SITE INSPECTIONS 
 
The Clerk advised the Committee that a Site Inspection of all three sites had taken place on 20 January 2010, at 
which Councillors Mrs Broomfield and Akbar, Mrs Collins (Administrative Officer) and Mr Spanton (Rustington 
Horticultural Association) had been in attendance. 
 
She reported that during the inspection, it had been noted by those present that the vast majority of plots have 
been maintained well during the winter period, despite the adverse weather conditions. 
 
The Committee NOTED this information. 
 
06/10  VACANT PLOTS - CURRENT POSITION 
 
The Clerk reported that there were no vacant plots at the present time and that there continued to be an extensive 
waiting list for any available plots. 
 



 

07/10  ALLOTMENTS COMPETITION 2010 
 
The Committee reviewed the arrangements for the Annual Allotments Competition in respect of 2010. 
 
Following a further debate, the Committee RECOMMENDED that the following criteria be adopted for the 
2010 Competition:- 
 
(a) The judging to be by Members of the Allotments Committee 
 
(b) The Competition to be based on an accumulative point system throughout the year, and then added to 

the points awarded on the day of judging.  This would ensure that the prize winners were selected for 
their continuing efforts throughout the Season 

 
Representatives from the Rustington Horticultural Association to accompany the Committee on its 
visits for information purposes only 

 
(c) The prizes to be as follows:- 
 
  Overall Winner  £50.00 plus the Una Maywood Cup 
 Site Winners    
   Penfold Lane    £25.00 plus the Eddie Leonard Cup 
   Conbar Avenue    £25.00 plus the Frederick Lee Cup 
   Worthing Road   £25.00 plus the Eric Ilett Cup 
 
 Special Award     Cliff Pryor Cup 
 (For outstanding effort and achievement during the year)    
 
(d) Certificates of Commendation to be awarded to other Allotment plots as appropriate 
 
(e) Final judging to take place on 5 July 2010, although this date to be subject to change at a future  
 Meeting, if necessary. 
 
08/10  BEE KEEPING - CONBAR AVENUE SITE 
 
Councillor Mrs Lines advised the Committee that she had been approached by a tenant at the Conbar Avenue 
Site, on behalf of a group of tenants, enquiring as to the possibility of installing bee hives for bee keeping at 
the Site.   
 
The Clerk reported that she had also been approached, and had suggested that the person concerned should 
make a formal request to the Council for consideration. 
 
Following a detailed discussion, it was agreed to await receipt of a formal request prior to any further 
consideration of this matter.  In the meantime, the Clerk was asked to contact the Council’s Insurers to gauge 
their sentiments regarding this proposal, and the Bee Keepers Association for its advice on the ‘pros and 
cons’ of such a project. 

09/10 ALLOTMENT PLOT SHARING 
 
Mr Ayling expressed his continued concern in respect of allotment plots that were not being cultivated in 
accordance with the Tenancy Agreement.  He suggested that, in view of the extensive waiting list for plots, a 
solution might be to approach the tenants of any such plots and ask them if they would like to have the 
opportunity to either share their plots, or have them split in half.  He said that this would enable those tenants 
who were unable to cultivate their whole plot, to retain a part of it whilst, at the same time, giving a person 
on the waiting list an opportunity to rent a small plot. 
 
The Committee NOTED Mr Ayling’s suggestion and agreed that this item should be placed on the Agenda 
for the next Meeting, to enable detailed consideration to take place. 



 

 
10/10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The Chairman reminded the Committee that the next Meeting was scheduled for 5 July 2010, but that the next 
Site Inspection would be held on 8 March 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman: ……………………………..……………..       Date: ……………………..……………………… 


